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Tuesday, February 21st, 2023 | 3:30-5:00 pm | Kelly Commons Recording: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TD-5pOKkIASxO1i2R44ig4CRcIHXAkvr/view
Meeting Minutes
1. Roll Call 
a. Present: Speaker Richard Gustavson, Second Deputy Speaker Jazi Riley, Secretary Nicole Rodi, Senator Esmilda Abreu, Senator Ronald Gray, Senator William Clyde, Senator Tim Ward, Senator Michael McEneney, Senator Amanda Sanserverino, Senator William Merriman, Senator Tracy Lahey, Senator Bahareh Estejab, Senator Qian Wang, Senator Maeve Adams, Senator Courtney Bryant, Senator Kashifuddin Qazi, Senator Amy Handfield, Senator  Syrita Newman, Senator Kevin Nipal, Senator Justin Orr, Senator Corey Curran, Senator Luca Vilani, Senator Ali James 
b. Excused Absence: Deputy Speaker Cory Blad
c. Absent: Senator Chris Belden, Senator Mackenzie Lauture, Senator Enrico Forti
2. Approval of the Agenda 
a. The agenda was approved
3. Approval of Previous Minutes 
a. The minutes were approved
4. Reading from the “Green Book” 
a. “Scholarship is lubricant to the teaching process, without a teacher who is intellectually curious and willing to search for questions, the classroom quickly becomes a dry mechanical place rather than one where students can be taught not only the material but also the thirst to learn by asking questions seeking answers” - Brother Patrick Horner (page 72)
5. Speaker’s Report 
a. On Wednesday, December 7th the Senate held a virtual election meeting to elect our new Second Deputy Speaker, Jazi Riley
b. All senators should continue to report on the actions of the Senate to their constituencies. If you hear any concerns from constituents about issues pertaining to the preview of the Senate, please bring them to the agenda committee so that we can discuss them in the Senate
6. Reports from the Standing Committees: 
a. Educational Affairs Committee (EAC): Senator Clyde 
i. Senator Clyde spoke about items discussed at the February 7th meeting
1. Briefing on accessibility
a. The goal is to help individuals with disabilities access “things” as students without disabilities within the same time frames
b. Examples of barriers include videos without captioning, “flat” pdf content (text that is equivalent to the image), creating documents that are not recognized by screen readers
c. Setting proper college-wide expectations (i.e. policies)
2. Academic Integrity Policy
a. Need for designations - Are classes asynchronous, synchronous, or hybrid? Students need to be aware before enrolling in classes
b. Faculty need to know what chatgpt can do: AI aware- you've taken assignments and run them through AI and can’t be done. AI Integrated- Using AI and building on it
c. Faculty Development Panel- Faculty from different departments who are applying it in the classroom, Faculty development day will be devoted to openAI
d. The next meeting of the EAC will address the need for review of Academic Integrity policy (Open AI)
i. How do you ensure consistency across different faculty, departments, and schools?
3. School name change
a. The current “School of Education and Health” is going to be changed to the “School of Health Professions”
b. More investment into the health professions
i. Nursing, physical therapy
4. Eat with EAC
a. Tuesday, February 28th in DSL 300 at 3:30 pm
b. Space for students to bring comments, concerns, and suggestions to the table to be later discussed in the EAC
c. Second Deputy Speaker Jazi Riley asked about Education within the new School of Health Professions
i. Education also has clinical placements, outside regulators, and accreditors that are necessary to be maintained
ii. There is ongoing conversation and research being conducted to decide whether there should be a shift or not. Decisions will be made within the next few weeks
b. Campus Life Committee (CLC): Senator Abreu
i. Senator Abreu spoke on items discussed at the February 15th meeting
1. Residence Life is attending to Well-being and Safety needs:
a. Chrysostom and Jasper will have a Public Safety Office in the fall.
b. A new meditation room is being identified since the Horan construction has obstructed the meditation room
c. Jasper Lounge 2nd Floor will be renovated
d. 140 applications for campus housing were received on the first day of the housing lottery
e. Arches Living Learning Community has applications that are open
2. The Dean of Students Office, Health Services, and the CARE Team have continued the post-Covid student care and conduct needs this year after the discontinuation of the OneManhattan Office. Approximately 200 cases were reported and attended to this academic year.
a. Mental Health promotional materials were created by a variety of different student groups to assist with the growing need for mental health. 30+ resources are available. 
b. In the fall the national suicide hotline number, sexual assault number, and public safety number will be on the back of every student’s ID
3. Student Life is thriving
a. Pipes and Drums will be participating in 9 Parades this year including St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
b. The Esports Program has grown to 40 students including participation in National competitions.
c. 305 unique users are participating in Intramural Sports
4. The Dining Committee has been tasked to look into Halal meal options on campus as well as appropriate food options for Lent and Ash Wednesday this year
a. Aramark has confirmed that more options and appropriate meals will be provided for all Fridays for Lent (March 3, 10, 24, 31) as well as Ash Wednesday
b. Halal Foods and Kosher foods require a special kitchen so hot meals would not be possible with our current kitchens. New kitchen would be required which is quite expensive
c. Prepared Halal foods can be available for observing MC campus community members at the convenience store in Thomas Hall. Dining Services would need to know who might need this food accommodation. This will be shared with the Diversity Council and CMSA
d. New Hydroponics Garden is providing fresh herbs for our lunches and catering now
5. An area of growing concern is non-students using the Draddy Gym. Public Safety is working to address this
7. Old Business 
8. New Business 
a.  Jasper Wellness Day: Senator Abreu 
i. On Wednesday, March 22, 2023, the Provost and faculty agreed that classes be canceled from 10:00 am -3:00 pm. Supplemental instruction will occur during that time so that students can participate in the day’s events.
ii. This day came out of an initiative called the Wellbeing and Flourishing Council that started on-campus organically 2 ½ years ago. The committee was hoping to draw synergies between the Wellbeing assets on campus (counseling center, health services, SRC, CARE Team, multicultural center, food and security committee, campus ministry, arts and music, fitness center, career center)
iii. The Wellbeing and Flourishing Council has convened during monthly meetings. Goals include:
1. Assessment of the baseline of how students are doing 
2. Website to articulate all the resources for well-being on campus, promotion of programs, increased synergy
3. The council is meant to center well-being and flourishing at Manhattan College thus the creation of the annual Jasper Day of Wellness last year (sunset and sunrise yoga, discussion groups, meditation, mass, fitness boot camps)
iv. This year, five student well-being ambassadors are excited to lead the day’s events and get people involved in the activities
v. An email will be sent with all the details on the day’s events with times and locations early next week
vi. At 12:00 pm Brother Dan will be hosting a Pause of Gratitude to allow folks to come together to pause to give gratitude and feel united in the community. At 12:30 he will also be leading a wellness walk in conjunction with kinesiology and fitness mentors. 
vii. Throughout the day there will be music, boot camps, and a variety of discussion groups on all areas of wellness
viii. If there are any constituent groups that would like to contribute or discuss specific activities, there is still time to reach out as the council is still finalizing the day’s arrangements. Contact wellness@manhattan.edu
ix. The Wellbeing and Flourishing Council meets for a variety of different initiatives of well-being, one of which is the Truth Initiative Grant 
1. Hoping to create momentum around making Manhattan College a smoke-free and vape-free campus. For the next 17 months or so, a task force will be in charge of spreading the benefits of a smoke-free campus to the community.
2. The truth Initiative is looking for 2 student representatives. These students will join other student ambassadors in Washington D.C. The Truth Initiative is also looking for staff and faculty members to be a part of the task force. This will include smokers and vapers who would like a voice in this initiative
x. The floor was opened for questions
1. Senator Qazi: Some of my constituents are concerned about the cancellation of classes for the Jasper Day of Wellness, can you or the provost shed some light on this? The main question is that this decision to cancel classes was not discussed in the Senate or CFA, therefore what faculty were involved in this decision? Faculty are concerned with some of their sections being canceled and others not.
a. Senator Abreu was not involved in the decision-making process for the academic part of the day. Last year classes were not canceled, instead, the faculty decided if they were going to allow students to participate in the activities or not. 
b. Senator Clyde: The students brought this to us as a concern given the events of last year. Originally, it was supposed to be a full day of no classes but for a variety of reasons it was best to just have the middle of the day. Just as days get canceled due to snow and other reasons, this was a high priority, and we move forward. This was something that was worked through with students. 
2. Senator Qazi: Does this cancelation consider the number of weeks a particular section has to meet?
a. Yes, just as is done for snow days. The educational supplemental opportunities that are being offered will be wellness-related topics that people could sew into their classes. Each faculty member has to figure out how to deal with that himself or herself. The programming is academic in nature.
b. Other? 
9. Adjourn
a. The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 pm. The next meeting of the Senate will be on March 21, 2023 
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