Minutes
SoLA Curriculum Committee Meeting
17 February 2021
12-2 PM
Online via Google Meet

In attendance: Dr. Jawanza Clark, Dr. Michael Grabowski, Dr. Rocco Marinaccio (SoLA Core Director), Dr. Elizabeth Nelson, Dr. Evelyn Scaramella (chair), Dr. David Witzling, Dr. Danielle Young
Absent: Dr. Keith Brower (ex officio)

The meeting was called to order at 12:06pm via Google Meet.
1. The meeting agenda was approved unanimously.
2. Minutes of November 18, 2020 are still being edited and will be presented for approval at the next meeting.
3. Psychology: Updated course descriptions were presented for 17 courses (PSYC 150, 153, 203, 302, 333, 340, 341, 342, 345, 346, 347, 373, 374, 414, 421, 435, 467). The Psychology Department is updating outdated course descriptions to reflect the changes in the field and changes in the courses as they have occurred internally over time. The committee noted that, as SoLA Roots courses, the courses 150 and 153 should be restricted to students in SoLA and SoS only, and 153 designated as a first-year seminar. The typo of the singular “psychologist” should be corrected to the plural “psychologists” in the course descriptions for 150, 153, and 203. Lastly, the adjectives “exciting” and “fascinating” should be stricken from the descriptions of courses 341, 346, and 421, as that would be difficult to objectively assess and contractually promise. The committee voted unanimously to approve these changes provided these conditions were met. 
4. Modern Languages and Literatures: The MLL Department presented prerequisite changes to ten courses (SPAN 102, 201, 202, ARAB 102, CHIN 102, FREN 102, GERM 102, IRI 102, ITAL 102, and JRPN 102). The Department is seeking to clarify language sequences to prevent students from registering for a 102/202 course without first completing the 101/201 course, unless they are specifically advised to do so. The committee noted the need for language in the 102 course prerequisite on the Course Inventory Form to conform with that in the 201 and 202 courses: “Not intended for Spanish language heritage students.” In addition, the committee asked whether it was necessary to include in SPAN 201 the prereq. SPAN 101 (is SPAN 102 enough, given that 101 is a prereq. for 102?), and whether it was necessary to include in SPAN 202 the prereq. SPAN 101 and SPAN 102 or SPAN 201 (is SPAN 201 enough, given its prereqs.?). The committee voted unanimously to approve these prerequisite changes with the condition of conforming the 102 Course inventory form language on Spanish language heritage students and consideration by the MLL chair of the above recommended changes to the SPAN 201 and 202 courses, unless there is a specific reason for the proposed listed prerequisites in those courses. NOTE: After the meeting, the Chair of MLL confirmed the prerequisite language for SPAN 201 and 202 is as intended to allow Chair to place students appropriately into courses. The committee approves these changes.
5. Communication: The Communication department presented a revised description for COMM 250 and a prerequisite change to COMM 409. The description of COMM 250: Sports Media Performance was revised to more accurately reflect course content as designed by the head of the Sports Media Production concentration. COMM 409: Senior Seminar, in which students conduct original research, added the prerequisite COMM 301: Media Theory and Research, in which students write a research proposal for COMM 409. The committee passed these changes with 6 votes, with 1 abstention from the Chair of the Communication Department, who brought these proposals to the committee.
6. Philosophy: The Philosophy Department presented a course title change to PHIL 274, from Western Political Thought to Political Philosophy, to allow flexibility in teaching different philosophical methodologies. The noted that the course description would also need to be updated to conform with the title change. The committee recommended that the Philosophy Department submit a revised course description to accompany the title change. The committee will consider the proposal at its next meeting unless time is of the essence, in which case the committee will consider the revised proposal via email communication.
7. The committee set its next meeting for Wednesday, March 17th, 12-1pm.
8. The meeting adjourned at 12:49pm.

Respectfully submitted,
--Michael Grabowski
