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Note Taker(s)

· Enrico Forti and Angela Grotto

MEETING MINUTES

Prof. Angela Grotto called the meeting to order at 2:04 PM

1. Minutes from February 1, 2023 — Reviewed and approved unanimously.
2. Business research project course proposal — Reviewed and approved unanimously.
· Marc Waldman introduced the structure and rationale for the initiative, the expected time to market, the courses, and prerequisites. 
· Enrico Forti and Amanda Sanseverino asked what is the specific intended target for the proposed initiative.
· Angela Grotto asked Marc Waldman to confirm that the registrar is in favor of the 1-credit and 2-credit distribution - Marc Waldman confirmed this.  
· Angela Grotto asked Marc Waldman to confirm that this could be used during the summer sessions too - Marc Waldman confirmed this but noted that the student would have to pay for the summer course. 
· Amanda Sanseverino asked a question about the distinction between these courses and the traditional independent study 
· Enrico Forti asked whether faculty members that are approached by students that want to informally work on a semester-long or year-long research project have to inform them that they will have to register for this course. Marc Waldman stated that it is up to faculty and students. It’s essentially a smaller version of the 3-credit independent course.
· Danald Gibson commented that these courses help students who may not need a 3-credit course or don’t have room for it 
· Marc Waldman stated that it is up to faculty if they want to do the course with the student
· Musa Jafar asked what if there is more than one student who wants to work on the project - can this be used for that? Marc Waldman said it’s possible.  Danald Gibson - one student could take the 1 credit and the other take the 2 credit version.
· Enrico Forti asked if the course could be used to attract students from other schools that may want to develop experience on applied research on business problems (e.g., Engineering). Marc Waldman responded that it's up to the student’s department if they count toward their major or as a free elective. Business faculty are still the ones working with them. Enrico Forti offered to help advertise this.
· Marc Waldman noted that the course is for undergraduates only.
3. Econ minor modification to course requirements — Reviewed and approved unanimously.
· Angela Grotto and Donald Gibson explained the administrative aspects behind this change.
4. Business core curriculum review — Planning discussion
· Angela Grotto discussed the opportunity to create a skills map — i.e., for each course list the skills that students get by taking that course. She mentioned guest speaker Dennis Eriksson as a stakeholder from industry suggesting to make this change.
· Enrico Forti mentioned the Strategy Area skills map that has been created by faculty teaching MGMT406 (initially for AOL purposes, but can be used also for benchmarking)
· Donald Gibson mentioned skills accreditation is something that students are willing to pay for and love the badges and certificates that they can advertise on LinkedIn.
· Musa Jafar mentioned that students often present certificates issued by Coursera and similar platforms
5. BUAN blockchain course proposal — Reviewed, sent back to the department with suggestion for further discussion.
· Alin Tomoiaga introduced the structure and rationale for the initiative, the expected time to market, the courses, and prerequisites (introductory programming courses). Alin noted that the curse will use Python throughout, some of the assignments will have programming components, but the course is not very technical. Hence, the course will also provide an introduction to Python programming. Even someone with basic Python experience would be able to take the course. Udemy classes will be used as filter to test student proficiency upfront in cases where students do not have the required prerequisites.
· Musa Jafar commented on the disciplinary focus, potential interdependencies with CS courses, and what programming experience students need to have to take this course. He noted that CIS205 should be a prerequisite. He also noted that in 2023 every student should have deep computational skills.
· Hani Guirguis asked what programming experience students need to have to take this course and what will be the prerequisites. He also asked what is the logic for setting the course at the 400 level rather than 300 level, given the prerequisites. He explained that a broader conversation on prerequisites may be needed to address the lack of preparation of certain students. He finally noted that to effectively advertise the course to prospective students: 
· it should be clear what are the prerequisites
· It is important to make students aware about the level of difficulty of the course and the skills required to take it.
· Donald Gibson suggested to use “instructor approval” to solve the cases where students may not have all the prerequisites. He advises the department to think about the 300 level.
· Fengyun Wu asked whether in past editions of the course most students were Business Analytics or CIS majors. If yes, based on the history of the course, the course can be made more, rather than less technical.
6. Meeting adjourned — Prof. Angela Grotto adjourned the meeting at 3:15PM




