MANHATTAN COLLEGE

School of Continuing and Professional Studies Syllabus
General Information

Name of Course: ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Term course runs: 5 WEEKS

Meeting Times: 5-9 pm

Faculty Name & Contact Information (including a phone number)

Course Description

This course is concerned with environmental issues and the search for solutions. Issues will be discussed in the following areas:

·  Human population

· Environmental policy and environmental ethics

· The atmosphere and air pollution

·  Global climate change

·  Nonrenewable energy sources, their impacts, and energy conservation

·  Renewable energy alternatives 

· Waste management
Course Format
Students will attend regularly scheduled onsite classes supplemented with online learning activities that include completing assignments and participating in discussions with faculty and classmates.
Student Learning Outcomes/Goals for course/Method of evaluation

By the conclusion of this course, students will :
1. Be able to evaluate the concepts of sustainability and sustainable development.

2. Be able to outline the scope of outdoor air pollution and assess potential solutions

3.  Be able to outline the impact of global warming  and assess potential solutions

4. Be able to review and assess environmental, political, social and economic impacts of fossil fuel use

5. Be able to discuss the reasons for seeking alternatives to fossil fuels.

6. Be able to outline the major sources of renewable energy and assess their potential for growth

7. Be able to list the major approaches to managing waste; delineating the scale of the waste dilemma

8, Be able to evaluate the impact on biotechnology on agriculture and its impact on society.

Evaluation Criteria for the learning goals and weights

	ASSIGNMENT
	WEIGHT

	Discussion 
	10%

	Written Assignments
	60%

	Quizzes
	20%

	Final Presentation
	20%


Relationship of course to Program Goals/Outcomes

1. The student shall explore and deliver a paper on an alternate energy source.

2. The student shall interpret graphical data that address environmental issues.

3. The student shall discuss environmental issues as presented in videos.

Topics/Assignments by class meeting/by the week

	Week #
	Topics
	Assignments/Activities
	Learning Outcomes

	Week 1
	The Environment; Enviro PoPopulation, the Environnment
	· Discuss Top Ten Global Environmental Issues

· Read  (Atmospheric Science and Pollution)

· Read  (Global Climate Change)

· Quiz #1 due

· Quiz #2
	· LO#1

	Week 2
	Air: Climate & Pollution, Global Warming


	· View “an Inconvenient Truth” in class

· Read : Fossil Fuels/ Conventional- Non Renewable Entergy…

· Quiz #3


	· LO# 1, 2, 3

	Week 3
	Non-Renewable Energy 
	· Read  Renewable Energy

· Quiz #4


	· LO#4

	Week 4
	Renewable Energy 
	· Read Waste Management

· Quiz #5


	· L0#5, 6

	Week 5
	Waste & Ethical Issue: Solid and Hazardous Environmental law
	· Presentation of  Alternate energy Source papers 


	· LO#7


Attendance Policy

Students are required to attend all sessions of each module.  Students are permitted one excused absence in a five-session module.  A failing grade will be assigned when a student exceeds the permitted number of excused absences.

Textbook and Materials

	ENVIRONMENT: The Science Behind the Stories, 4/e 

	Withgott, Jay H., Brennan, Scott R.

	Prentice Hall, 2011,ISBN-10: 0321712730 | ISBN-13: 9780321712738


Policy on Academic Integrity 

The mission of Manhattan College is to provide a contemporary, person-centered educational experience characterized by high academic standards, reflection on faith, values and ethics and lifelong career preparation.

In keeping with this Mission, Manhattan College has devoted itself to fostering a climate of academic trust and integrity, so that our students master their disciplines through their own hard work and manifest their respect for their own work and the work of others through openness and honesty.  Our students accept the Academic Code of Honor and pledge that they will not cheat lie or steal or tolerate others who do.  Academic integrity is at the heart of the Manhattan College learning experience.

Academic integrity means that every member of the academic community accepts the responsibility to be honest, truthful, ethical and accountable for all intellectual efforts, for all access to and presentation of data, facts, information and opinions, and for all access to and use of data or other files (printed, oral, audio, video or digital) related in any way to students, faculty, staff or administration.

Discussion questions

Week 1: what are the negative effects of the population increasing at the present rate?

Week 2:  is Global climate change a cyclic phenomena?

Week 3:  what is the impact in the future of using fossil fuels at the present rate ?

Week 4:  should the government subsidize the exploration of alternate energy sources?

Week 5: How should the present recycling program faulted?  How can we improve it?

