                                            COURSE SYLLABUS-Legal Aspects
Faculty Name:
Contact information: 
E-Mail:

Phone: 
COURSE DESCRIPTION
By the end of this course the student will have a better knowledge and understanding of the need (more than ever) for managers and leaders of today to understand law and how important it is in all their transactions.
Companies, including Arthur Anderson, Enron and Rite Aid have either disappeared altogether or have had to deal with the burden of heavy fines levied because they have not complied with the letter and spirit of the law.

As its title implies, the text is designed as a “hands-on” transactional guide for future and current business managers and leaders. Law impacts every aspect of our lives  and the students will have eureka moments while they are reading and performing the assignments for this course.

Learning Outcomes:

1. Demonstrate understanding of the legal rights and social forces inherent in our American legal environment.

2. Provide evidence of understanding of contractual arrangements, their elements, the rights and duties of contractual parties, and the remedies for their breach.

3. Apply the rules governing the principal-agent relationship.

4. Describe the various forms of business organizations.

5. Analyze how corporations finance their activities with securities.

6. Review the various security devices and their effects on debtors and creditors in and out of bankruptcy.

7. Identify the legal issues of organizational problems and apply the appropriate rule of law in resolving the issue.
REQUIRED TEXT

Managers and the Legal Environment – Strategies for the 21 Century by  Constance E. Bagley and Diane W. Savage.  6th edition (2010).  Thomson and West Publishers.   ISBN -13 9780 324582048
COURSE GRADE DISTRIBUTION
The final course grade will be a total of the following:
Attendance and Participation 


50%
Oral Presentation 




25%

Case Analyses                                                                  
25%

 COURSE OUTLINE
Week 1

Read Chap 1, Ethics and the Law and Chapter 3 Courts, Sources of Law and Dispute Resolutions .
Find a short relevant article that relates to the readings.  Prepare a summary of the article that explains how it relates to material which you have read in the textbook. You can use either chap 1 or 3.

The Greek philosopher Aristotle argued that law provides rules of conduct for society; Plato stated that law was a means of social control. Law would not be necessary if people did not have to relate to each other.

The first class, we will be looking at and doing activities related to Social Responsibility and the Necessity of Gov. Regulations and Ethics as it pertains to Moral Development and Business Ethics.
Week 2

Read Chap. 9, Torts and Chap. 10, Product Liability

Identify a relevant article on torts and product liability.  Write a summary and be prepared to discuss in class.

In Class-You will meet in groups.  After review, the team will pick one of the articles that the group  members have has brought in and present it to the class with the following in mind:
Analyze the article with respect to which of the major classifications of torts is contained – A. intentional torts, B. Negligence and C. Strict Liability.

Then discuss the article as it has to do with the tort you chose – bringing in the elements of the tort you chose.  
Discussion ques. 1 – Have you known anyone who committed and intentional assault, battery or trespass and, if so. What happened to them as a consequence of their actions?

Discussion ques. 2- Do you feel that the Latin term, “caveat emptor” still has relevance in 2013?

Week 3 – 

Read Chap. 7 – Contracts and Chap. 8, E- Commerce

Be prepared to talk about a personal or professional experience that relates to the material in one of the 2 chapters.  Explain how the experience relates to the textbook material and describe how you or your organization might have acted differently if the legal implications of the situation were known to you at the time of the incident.

Research and be ready to discuss contracts that have turned out to be fraudulent.

Discussion ques. 1 – Have you ever had a contract you have signed been declared null and void, only to find out that you did not read the fine print.

Discussion ques. 2 – As mentioned last week , if there are any topics you have interest in that are in the textbook, I would be more than happy to dedicate some time in class to discuss them.

Week 4-
Read Chap. 15 Criminal Law and chapter 23 Securities Fraud and Insider Trading
Locate a relevant article on either chapter to discuss in class and discuss the articles and how they relate to either of the chapters.  
Discussion Ques. 1 Tort law emphasizes compensation to victims whereas criminal law focuses on punishment for offenders. Have you seen firsthand the risks imposed by dangerous persons upon society as a whole?
Discussion Ques.2 Have you, or do you know anyone who ended up a victim of insider trading?

Week 5

Read Chap 18 Real Property and Land Use

Students will read about forms of ownership, Tenancy in Common, Joint Tenancy, Tenancy by Entirety and Community Property, deeds etc.

Research Foreclosure and how it can be avoided for people who have overextended themselves .Also, look up precepts how not to overextend yourself in the first place.  Write a brief summary.
Discussion ques. 1 – Have you ever, or do you know anyone, been involved in either a short sale or a foreclosure.

Ques. 2 – Are real estate prices up or down in your area?

Week 6
Read chap. Read Chap 21- Executive Compensation and Employee benefits 

Class Discussion topics:  Regulation of Executive Compensation and what is happening to employee benefits including the effects of tax laws on stock options, Exemption from Federal Registration of Compensatory Stock Plans and Tax and Accounting  Treatment of Stock Options.
Research how many companies today still give employee benefits, including pensions, stock options, bonuses and noncontributory health and dental plans.  Write a brief summary.
Discussion question 1 – Does your co. give stock options?

Ques. 2- Do you expect to pay more in the future for your health plan or are you afraid it could be eliminated altogether?
Week 7

Students will write an original case, either about a real company or one that is made up. As a format, you may use cases from the book as a model on how to write a case.  You can also use some of the precepts that you have read in the book.  At the end of the case, you should include 2 or 3 questions to ask the cohort about the case which should elicit some lively discussion.  This oral presentation is the final presentation for the course.
