
University Curriculum Committee
March 2025 Meeting
March 25, 2025
Meeting started at 3:30 pm, Chancellors' Room, Memorial Hall
UCC Members present:  

· [bookmark: _heading=h.w6flripmy3mb]O’Malley School of Business (OMSB): Musa Jafar, Fiona Maclachlan, Natalia Boliari
· School of Engineering: Peyman Honarmandi, Yi Wang (Secretary), Mahmoud Amin
· Kakos School of Arts and Science: Jeff Cherubini, Matthew Jura (Chair), Paul Droubie


1. Approval of Agenda
Agenda unanimously approved

2. Approval of February 2025 Meeting Minutes
           Meeting minutes were approved.

3. Chair’s Report

a. Brief of EAC meeting on March 4. 
a) A policy is being developed regarding the time frame for re-admitted students (i.e., students who leave and later return). The proposed policy would allow students to complete their degree within seven years from their original admission date. For transfer credits, only courses completed within the past five years will be considered for credit. 
b) AP exam credits, such as those from the AP German Language and Culture exam, do not align with specific course equivalents at MU. Therefore, these credits will be granted as general open elective credits, rather than being applied toward specific departmental or major requirements.
c) Students will not be permitted to add or drop courses after the official add/drop period closes, unless they receive approval from the department chair.
d) Students may transfer up to 90 credits from other institutions. Within this 90-credit limit, no more than 12 additional credits may be approved after the initial transfer credit evaluation.

b. University-wide Core Curriculum

The committee reviews the previous general education requirements established by the CWCC. Based on these guidelines, we plan to incorporate courses that address technological literacy and technological competencies into the core curriculum.  A proposal will be developed in the coming weeks and focus groups with key stakeholders will be involved in this process.

c. Course Number for Independent Study in each department

It is being proposed for assigning an independent study course number. Specifically, each department would use a single, consistent course number (e.g., 499) for all independent study offerings. 

However, concerns were raised regarding the limitations of using a generic course number. Independent studies are sometimes used to help students satisfy missing degree requirements, but the generic course number does not specify the course content or subject area. This creates issues with transcript clarity, making it difficult to determine what the student actually studied, particularly several years after completion.

Furthermore, the lack of detail can lead to tracking problems with cross-listed courses. For example, if a student completes an independent version of a cross-listed undergraduate course, they may later be able to enroll in the corresponding graduate-level version of the same course, since the transcript does not clearly indicate the duplication.

4. Proposals for Review

Dr. Gerardo Carfagno presents the changes of the curriculum to the B.A./B.S. in Biology in response to address the concern of lacking upper division courses given the high credits requirements of the degree (130 total). graduating Majors with relatively few upper division courses. Changes include: 1) two required sophomore-level courses: Ecology (BIOL 223/293) and Evolution (BIOL 231/291) will be merged into a single required course, Ecology & Evolution (BIOL 224/294). 2) Additionally, two upper-division electives: Comparative Chordate Anatomy and Animal Physiology will be consolidated into Comparative Anatomy & Physiology (BIOL 327/397). These changes aim to reduce redundancy, free up credit space for more advanced coursework, and strengthen the upper-division course experience for majors.

B.S. students will now be required to complete 8 elective credits (including one upper-division course), while B.A. students must complete 18 elective credits (including two upper-division courses). Also, B.S. students may now fulfill their cognate math requirement with either Calculus II (MATH156 or 186) or Elementary Statistics (EECE230, 3 credits)

Some questions were asked about how such a change affects enrollment of the Math courses. It is anticipated that enrollment in Statistics may increase, while Calculus II enrollment may decline. However, no significant negative overall impact on the Department of Mathematics and Physics is expected. The change does not affect total credit requirements, and NYSED notification is not required.  

5. Course duplication courses: 

It is suggested to have a review to determine how frequently duplicated courses have been offered over the past five years. This includes information on the number of offerings, enrollment figures, capacity, and the most recent term each course was offered. Mr. Jason Maloney will be asked to provide this data.

Faculty members who teach these duplicated courses will be invited to meet and discuss the matter. It was noted that Operations Research has not been offered on a regular basis. In general, topics may be offered across different disciplines depending on enrollment trends and needs.

Departments affected by overlapping or duplicated courses will be asked to coordinate a change, provided that any changes continue to meet their respective degree or program requirements.

The UCC Chair will follow up by emailing the relevant departments, requesting that they meet to discuss and resolve the duplication issues collaboratively.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:28 PM.

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Minutes submitted by: Yi Wang, Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering


