


Special Joint Meeting:
University Curriculum Committee (UCC) & KSAS Curriculum Committee
February 4th, 2026
Meeting started at 10:00 am
Location: Remote on Microsoft Teams 
· UCC Members present:  

· O’Malley School of Business: Musa Jafar, Kudret Topyan
· School of Engineering: Richard Carbonaro (filling in for Daniel Hochstein), Peyman Honarmandi (Secretary)
· Kakos School of Arts and Sciences: Mehnaz Afridi, Paul Droubie, Matthew Jura (Chair)
· At-Large CFA Representatives: Hyeon Park, Yi Wang

· Kakos CC Members attendance:  

· Present: Mehnaz Afridi, Gerardo Carfagno, Christie Gonzalez-Toro, Margaret Groarke, Rostislav Konoplich, Angela Oliveira, Marjan Persuh
· Excused: Heidi Laudien

· Call to order with quorum confirmed for both committees at 10:04 am.

Summary of Agenda
· The sole agenda item was discussion of the updated Core Curriculum proposal, including:
· Revisions to English 110 (ENGL 110) and Religious Studies 110 (RELS 110)
· Plans for pilot first-year seminar courses
· Establishment of a standing university-wide core curriculum committee

Clarifications and Discussion 
· Course Revisions
· ENGL 110 and RELS 110 will be redesigned as part of a proposed new core curriculum.
· These courses are already required for all first-year students and would continue to be offered in that role.

· Pilot Courses
· Instead of launching new first-year seminars across disciplines beginning Fall 2026, the university will offer pilot sections taught by volunteer faculty.
· Pilot courses will be offered where they align with disciplinary requirements and can count toward existing student requirements.
· Pilots must occur in Fall 2026 to allow evaluation before future implementation.
· The number of required courses is not changing under the updated proposal.
· Pilot courses will require department chair approval for participating instructors.
· Staffing, feasibility, and student engagement concerns were discussed, reinforcing the need for piloting before large-scale implementation.

· Standing UWCCC
· A permanent university-wide core curriculum committee should be established to oversee development, assessment, and long-term governance of the core curriculum.
· This committee would align core curriculum development with university-wide core competencies.
· Members expressed concern about language implying a full core curriculum launch in Fall 2027.
· Consensus reached to remove or amend language suggesting a firm implementation deadline.
· Emphasis placed on maintaining flexibility based on pilot outcomes.

Conclusion of Proposal Review
· English 110 Course
· Motion 1: to Approve the revised English 110 syllabus with a friendly amendment that the common text rotate as needed. This motion seconded and approved unanimously by Kakos CC Members.
· Motion 2: to request designation of a course coordinator for English 110. This motion seconded and approved unanimously by Kakos CC Members.

· Religious Studies 110 Course
· Discussion identified two issues requiring revision before final approval: First, the course title was not clearly specified. Second, the Learning objectives did not fully reflect the course’s coverage of world religious traditions.
· Action item: Department of Religious Studies and Philosophy will propose a course title and will also add learning objectives reflecting the breadth of world religions content.
· Action item: Kakos CC will conduct an electronic vote once revisions are received.

· UCC Next Step
· UCC will vote electronically on the amended core curriculum proposal, including:
· Approval of the core curriculum development process
· Approval of process to create a standing core committee
· Authorization to pilot first-year seminar courses in Fall 2026
· Action item: Final amended language will be circulated prior to voting.

· Meeting adjourned at 10:50am

· [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Minutes Taken by Peyman Honarmandi (School of Engineering).

Addenda: 

The following updated RELS 110 redesign was approved by the Kakos CC in an email vote on Feb 6, 2026:

RELS 110: Lasallian Seminar 
RELS 110 Description and Goals 

Course Description  
This foundational course explores key dimensions of human existence and flourishing including community, belonging, spirituality, ethics, and learning. With the life and legacy of John Baptist De La Salle as a reference point, this course offers students space to reflect on their own story in relation to the history and identity of Manhattan University in a multi religious world. Through critical analysis, reflection, and community engagement, students will develop a deeper understanding of how religious traditions shape personal and communal identity, and how Lasallian spirituality calls individuals to live out their faith through service, justice, and transformative relationships. This course encourages dialogue across faith traditions while fostering a commitment to ethical living and social responsibility in a pluralistic world. 
 
Learning Goals 
By the end of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Describe and analyze religious scriptures, texts, artifacts, and/or rituals across multiple religious traditions.   
2. Demonstrate self-reflection through engagement with the Lasallian mission and its historical evolution from the life of St. John Baptist De La Salle to its global presence today, including the mission of Manhattan University.  
3. Apply two or more of the five core Lasallian values by analyzing and proposing solutions to real-world issues in dialogue with two or more religious traditions.  

The following updated core curriculum proposal was approved by the Kakos CC and the UCC on Feb 5, 2026:

1. Revise ENGL 110 and RELS 110 for Fall 2026 to align emerging research on the first-year experience, evolving skills needs, core competencies, and fostering shared experience and belonging. 
2. Offer select pilot sections of FY seminars in Humanities, Social Sciences, and Sciences in Fall 2026 that align with, but are not limited to, the objectives outlined in the initial Core Foundations proposal. 
3. Establish a permanent University-Wide Core Committee, which will be elected by the faculty. The Committee will assess the Fall 2026 pilot of Jasper Foundations courses, report out its assessment of how well the pilot met the Core goals, and craft a proposal for a permanent first-year university-wide core curriculum by early Spring 2027. The proposal will be voted on by affected departments, the Kakos Curriculum Committee, and the UCC, with a launch date goal of Fall 2027. 

The Committee will also work on further development of a University-wide Core Curriculum, in consultation with the faculty. 


2/17/26:  
NOTE: The FY seminar pilot courses do not replace requirements for specific core disciplinary requirements.  For example, business majors are still required to take a course in history. 
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