University Curriculum Committee
March 24, 2026
Meeting started at 3:32 pm
Charter Room – Memorial Hall
UCC Members:  
· O’Malley School of Business: Hyeon Park, Kudret Topyan
· School of Engineering: Daniel Hochstein, Peyman Honarmandi (Secretary)
· Kakos School of Arts and Sciences: Paul Droubie, Matthew Jura (Chair), Adam Koehler
· At-Large CFA Representatives: Yi Wang
· Absent: Musa Jafar (Excused)

Call to Order
· The meeting was called to order at 3:32 PM with quorum established.

Approval of Agenda
· A motion to approve the agenda was made, seconded, and passed unanimously.

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes
· The minutes of the February 17, 2026 meeting were reviewed. A motion to approve the minutes was made, seconded, and passed unanimously.  

Chair’s Report
Educational Affairs Committee (EAC) Updates
· The College Technology Committee (CTC) has been disbanded; a new AI-related committee may be formed.
· A revised academic calendar for Spring 2027 was approved, combining Easter break with spring break (March 22–29), with classes scheduled on St. Patrick’s Day.
· A policy granting academic credit for military service (Joint Services Transcript – JST) was approved.
· A proposal under consideration would limit student registration to 20 credits per semester.
· Concerns were raised regarding accommodation processes through the Student Resource Center (SRC); discussion will continue.
· Ongoing discussion regarding course and teacher evaluation timelines so that neither conflict with finals nor begin prematurely; further clarification is expected.
University-Wide Core Curriculum Updates
· The pilot program for the university-wide core curriculum is proceeding as planned.
· Workshops for faculty on pilot course development are expected by summer.
· Draft bylaws for a proposed “Core Oversight Subcommittee” are in development and will be circulated for review.
· The goal is to establish the committee before the end of the semester so it can begin work in Fall 2026.

Proposals for Review
a. B.S. in Data Science 
· A proposal for a 123-credit interdisciplinary B.S. in Data Science was presented by Dr. Lawrence Udeigwe, Director of Integrative Programs (ARCH).
· The program integrates mathematics, statistics, and computing across multiple disciplines to address increasing demand for data-driven expertise.
· The curriculum primarily utilizes existing courses, requiring only two new courses.
· Discussion focused on:
· Distinction from existing mathematics and business analytics programs
· Interdisciplinary structure and collaboration across departments
· Advising responsibilities and administrative oversight
· Implications for faculty hiring and departmental structure
b. B.S. in Computational Neuroscience
· A proposal for a 123-credit interdisciplinary B.S. in Computational Neuroscience was presented by Dr. Lawrence Udeigwe, Director of Integrative Programs (ARCH).
· The program combines biology, psychology, mathematics, and computation to study brain and cognitive function.
· Designed to prepare students for graduate study (PhD, MD, MS) and research careers.
· Discussion included:
· Program demand and regional differentiation
· Alignment with pre-med pathways
· Resource needs, including future faculty hires
· Laboratory and experimental components
· Advising and curriculum sequencing challenges

Discussion and Action Items 
· The committee expressed general support for both program proposals.
· Significant concerns were raised regarding:
· Future faculty hiring (“lines”) needed to sustain the programs
· Clarification of where such positions would be housed (departments vs. new division)
· Ensuring adequate curricular coverage and institutional support
· The committee agreed to defer voting on both proposals pending clarification from the Provost regarding faculty lines and program support.
· The Chair will request written clarification and circulate it to members for a vote via email.

A motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved. The meeting was adjourned at 5:14pm.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Minutes Taken by Peyman Honarmandi (School of Engineering).

Update: The proposals for BS in Data Science, and BS in Computational Neuroscience, were approved by an email vote, effective Friday, March 27.  This information was transmitted to Provost Chalk.
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