University Curriculum Committee
December 16th, 2025
Meeting started at 3:31 pm
Remote on Google Meet
· UCC Members present:  

· O’Malley School of Business: Musa Jafar, Hyeon Park, Kudret Topyan
· School of Engineering: Peyman Honarmandi (Secretary)
· Kakos School of Arts and Sciences: Mehnaz Afridi, Paul Droubie, Matthew Jura (Chair)
· At-Large CFA Representatives: Yi Wang
· Absent: Daniel Hochstein, Natalia Boliari (Sabbatical Leave)

Call to order with quorum at 3:31pm.
Approval of Agenda
· Agenda unanimously approved

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes
· Meeting Minutes of September 16th unanimously approved by all members.

Chair’s Report
EAC
· The Technology Committee is considering restructuring how it reports to the EAC through the AI Committee.
· The Block Schedule was approved at the EAC meeting and will be implemented in Fall 2026.
· The Academic AI policy has been approved and will take effect in Spring 2026.
· The transition from Google to Microsoft will occur with a hard deadline of December 17.
· Work is ongoing on the Attendance Policy, which will require faculty to take attendance and retain records for at least one year.

UWCC
· The University-Wide Core Curriculum (UWCC) has finalized a draft of the 1st year, which includes redesigned English 110 and Religion 110 courses required for all students, as well as two new courses for the 2nd year. The UWCC has shared the draft with Kakos department chairs whom their faculty are expected to teach these courses. The plan is for the first year of the curriculum to take effect in Fall 2026.
· There will be a joint special meeting of the UCC and Kakos CC on early February 2026, to finalize and vote on the proposal for a Tier 1 of the university-wide core curriculum.


Proposals for Review
· A proposal for Film Minor for the department of Communication, Sound, and Media Arts in KSAS
· Dr. Mark Pottinger, as a guest of the UCC, presented a Film Minor as a reinstatement of a previously suspended program rather than a new minor, in response to continued student demand.
· The Film minor is an interdisciplinary course of study that focuses on the history, analysis, and production of the medium of film. Students will study genres, modes of production, social issues, and philosophical approaches while taking advantage of film screenings and archives that our location in NYC provides.
· The Film Minor is not a new program but a reinstatement of a previously suspended minor. It was paused in 2024 due to administrative suspensions of multiple programs and the departure of the minor’s director. Since then, students have consistently requested its return. Because the minor primarily uses existing courses from several departments, reinstating it will meet student demand while also helping to fill existing course seats. 
· Note that the required courses for the minor do not have any prerequisite. The curriculum for this interdisciplinary 15-credit Film Minor is largely supported by existing courses across several departments in the Kakos School of Arts and Sciences, including English, World Languages and Literatures; Religious Studies and Philosophy; Social and Behavioral Sciences; History, Political Science, and International Studies; and Communication, Sound, and Media Arts.
· The reinstatement of the Film Minor has the support of all abovementioned department chairs as well as the Dean of KSAS.
· Conclusion: The UCC reviewed and discussed the submitted documents. The proposed Film Minor requires no new courses or extra resources; and aligns with the University’s goals toward ARCH program. As a result, all eight committee members voted unanimously in favor of the proposal and approved it.

Other Business
· None.


Meeting adjourned at 4:12pm
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