University Curriculum Committee
September 16th, 2025
Meeting started at 3:36pm
Charter Room – Memorial Hall
· UCC Members present:  

· O’Malley School of Business: Musa Jafar, Kudret Topyan
· School of Engineering: Daniel Hochstein, Peyman Honarmandi (Secretary)
· Kakos School of Arts and Sciences: Mehnaz Afridi, Paul Droubie, Matthew Jura (Chair)
· At-Large CFA Representatives: Yi Wang
· Absent: Natalia Boliari (Sabbatical Leave)

Call to order with quorum at 3:36pm.
Approval of Agenda
· Agenda unanimously approved

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes
· Meeting Minutes of May 20th unanimously approved with 1 abstention.

Chair’s Report
· One of the UCC members, Natalia Boliari, is currently on sabbatical leave, and a replacement should be identified soon.

EAC
· The EAC met earlier this month; however, the Provost cancelled the upcoming meeting scheduled for October 7th due to the absence of an agenda.
· The block schedule remains outstanding and has not yet been finalized. It is expected to move forward for a vote at the November EAC meeting. Implementation in Spring 2026 appears unlikely, with a more realistic target being Fall 2026.

UWCC
· The University-Wide Core Curriculum (UWCC) Committee has not convened since the spring semester. The target timeframe for completing the draft is December. If approved thereafter, it may be implemented in Fall 2026.

· School plans to launch the ARCH (Analytics, Research, Creativity, Humanity) Innovation Exchange program. ARCH will serve as a platform for new cross-disciplinary initiatives, placing design thinking and problem-solving at the forefront. By integrating engineering, liberal arts, business, health, education, and science, the programs developed through ARCH will equip students with the intellectual agility and ethical foundation needed to excel in rapidly evolving fields. The plans and ongoing initiatives under ARCH will be announced by the Provost accordingly.

Proposals for Review
· Concentration in Power Grids and Green Energy Engineering for the MS program in Electrical Engineering
· Dr. Yi Wang presented a new concentration in Power Grids and Green Energy Engineering within the existing graduate program in Electrical Engineering.
· Learning goals include advanced power system design, application of NERC standards, renewable energy evaluation, and competency in grid resiliency and sustainable systems.
· Curriculum requires three approved graduate electives (9 credits) from a list of power and green energy–focused courses.
· No duplication with existing programs; while individual graduate electives in power and energy are already available, there is currently no structured concentration in this domain.
· Benchmarking shows comparable concentrations at peer institutions (e.g., NYU, NJIT, WPI), aligning the program with national trends.
· Assessment cycle follows a three-year rotation: direct course assessment, indirect surveys/feedback, and a comprehensive review. Assessment tools include exams, projects, presentations, surveys, and employer/alumni feedback. Graduate Program Director, in consultation with the Department Chair, will oversee assessment and reporting.
· The ECE Department completed all required documents and forms such as the official NYS Education paperwork, the Provost’s financial spreadsheet, etc. as required by the UCC.
· The concentration was approved by the ECE Department and the SOE Curriculum Committee in May 2025.
· Conclusion: The UCC reviewed and discussed the submitted documents. The proposed concentration requires no new courses or resources and aligns with the University’s goals in sustainability and engineering education. As a result, all committee members voted unanimously in favor of the proposal and approved it.

Other Business
· None.

Election of Officers
· Matthew Jura was nominated and unanimously re-elected to serve as the Chair of UCC.
· Peyman Honarmandi was nominated and unanimously elected to serve as the Secretary of the UCC for the 2025–2026 academic year.

Meeting adjourned at 4:20pm
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