
University Curriculum Committee
May 2025 Meeting
May 20, 2025
Virtual Google Meeting started at 3:30 pm
UCC Members present:  

· Kakos School of Arts and Science: Jeff Cherubini, Matthew Jura (Chair), Paul Droubie
· [bookmark: _heading=h.21jq82rru3nh]O’Malley School of Business (OMSB): Musa Jafar, Fiona Maclachlan, Natalia Boliari
· School of Engineering: Peyman Honarmandi, Yi Wang (Secretary), Mahmoud Amin


1. Approval of Agenda
2. Approval of March 2025 Meeting Minutes
3. Chair’s Report
a. EAC

1) Double major sharing credits policy. The proposed policy aims to limit the number of credits students can double count between two majors. Under the proposal, the number of credits that can overlap between two majors would depend on the total credit requirements of each major. For majors requiring fewer than 33 credits, students would be allowed to share up to two courses or eight credits. For majors requiring between 33 and 48 credits, students could share up to 11 credits. For majors requiring 49 or more credits, students would be able to share up to 14 credits. Additionally, students may share up to four cognate courses without restriction, provided those courses are not part of the core requirements for both majors. For example, an engineering student who pursues a double major in mathematics can count their required math courses toward the math major because these courses are considered cognates rather than core engineering major requirements.

The intended implementation date for this policy is Fall 2025. Faculty are encouraged to review the proposal, discuss it within their departments, and provide feedback. 

2) Probation policy proposal. If a student is placed on academic probation, they would have one semester to improve. The student will face dismissal if not back in good standing after two consecutive semesters. However, the policy is not clear to graduate students. There is built-in recovery plan for students as well. It is planned to roll out in Fall 2025.  

3) Block schedule proposal.  It is proposed to have most of the 3 credit courses using the two-by-75-minute format, not three-by-50-minute block format to reduce complication.  Four (4) credit courses being three days is accommodated in the new schedule. In addition, there are multiple overlapping schedules, such as Mon-Wed, Mon-Thu, Tue-Wed, Tue-Fri may create scheduling complexity. Last, in the previous draft it had daily open periods, and it is reduced to three open periods per week. The proposed schedule needs broader community review before finalization. It is planned to implement in Spring 2026. 

4) University-wide core curriculum committee update. Full committee met in April and it is planned to share the update to the faculty then open forum in the Fall 2026. It will seek UCC approval by Dec 2025 to enable Fall 2025 rollout. In addition, it also requires NYSED approval in Spring 2026 and create catalog in May 2026. Timeline seems optimistic. 


5) Course duplication issues have been moved to Fall 2025 to give all the parties enough time to have better communication. The UCC has asked them for some information.

4. Proposals for Review
a. Changes to BS General Studies

1) Dean Kelly presents the BS. General Studies. The current structure of the program is difficult to take transfer students from athletics and difficult for advising students. To streamline the process after referring to the program structure from Sacred Heart University. 
2) The current program includes primary plus two secondary concentrations, which is restrictive. It is replaced with one area of emphasis aligned to: Humanities and Arts, Social Sciences and Education; and STEM and Health. 
3) Increase the area of emphasis from 30 to 36 credits.
4) Remove LLRN requirement in program core to ease transitions from Business/Engineering, which do not require LLRN.
5) Total catalog changes are 39 credits, which is under NYSED resubmission threshold. 
6) The concern was raised that the capstone requirement is missing. In the original NYED submission, it includes 24 credits in primary concentration, 400-level capstone experience (e.g., research, senior seminar, internship) and one methods course from relevant department. In the new draft, capstone language was missing, which needs restoration of 400 level capstone requirement explicitly. 
7) Another concern was “method course” requirement. It is proposed to keep advising and methods course requirements universal, since methods requirement vary significantly across disciplines. Ensure each student has a faculty advisor from relevant disciplines, not only central advising.
8) Question is asked about the how no minor requirement will affect the enrollment. It is confirmed that it will have minimal impact given the past enrollment of is very low. In addition, students will have the options to replace a 3rd concentration as a minor.
9) Will add economics to the social science and education list. 
10) The UCC committee will vote after the suggested revisions have been made in writing. (***)


b. Double Majors in ECON/FIN/MATH

1) Dr. Tyler and Dr. Topyan present the proposals. It includes three double majors. First one is finance–mathematics (OSB primary), with degree in Business (Finance) and transcript lists second major in Mathematics. Second is Economics–Mathematics (OSB primary) with degree in Business (Economics) and transcript lists second major in Mathematics. The last one is Mathematics–Economics (Kakos primary), with degree in Arts & Sciences (Mathematics) and transcript lists second major in Economics.
2) It is built entirely from existing courses and no new programs, and no new courses or new sources are needed. No need to submit the request to NYSED. 
3) The committee confirmed that MATH 185/186 will be recognized as acceptable equivalents for MATH 153/154, to avoid unnecessary duplication of coursework for Math–Econ or Finance–Math major students. 
4) The committee also noted that calculus-based statistics, which is taken through the math department, can substitute for the standard business statistics requirement. 
5) The double major option was historically pursued by a small number of highly motivated students; 4-year completion is feasible with careful planning and limited free electives. 
6) Concerns were raised by the committee about scheduling conflicts and the need for ongoing coordination between departments to minimize such conflicts, particularly for fixed-offering upper-level math courses such as MATH 331, which are only offered in specific semesters.
7) Double-counting concerns. Current proposals appear to avoid excessive double-dipping. However, the committee pending EAC policy on shared credits for double majors could have stricter limits in the future. If that policy is formally adopted, minor catalog adjustments will be needed. 
8) Question is asked about interdisciplinary capstone courses for both majors.  Interdisciplinary capstone courses for both majors? It is noted to the committee that enrollment in such double majors increases, this could be explored in the future. For example, a student graduating in December 2024 with both Economics and Mathematics, who applied operations research methods to economic scenarios in his work.
9) No overcharges to students for the proposal. For example, economics–mathematics double major requires about 11 extra credits but still counts as one degree with two majors, not two separate degrees, so no additional tuition charges apply.
10) Committee vote on all three double major degrees. It is approved by all committee members. No opposition. 

5. Other Business

a. Election of Officers

Officer elections (Chair and Secretary) deferred to September meeting; current Chair to continue through summer.

b. Anything else?

Meeting adjourned at 5:20pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Yi Wang, Electrical and Computer Engineering.

(***) The updated BS General Studies proposal was approved by email vote on May 22, 2025.
